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Rev.  John  MacNeill  :  Mr.  Chairman  and  Christian 
friends,  Among  the  very  brilliant  sayings  left  us  by  Jatnes  Russell 
Lowell  there  is  one  concerning  the  influence  of  the  Word  of  God, 
which  I  think  is  particularly  applicable  to  the  work  o(  this  great 
Society  in  whose  interest  we  are  met  to-night.  "  Show  me  a  place," 
■ays  Lowell,  "ten  miles  square  on  this  planet  where  a  decent  roan 
may  live  in  decency,  security  and  comfort,  stippoiting  and  educat- 
ing his  children  unspoiled  and  unpolluted ;  where  old  age  is 
reverenced,  infancy  respected,  womanhood  honored,  and  human  life 
held  in  due  regard — when  the  skeptics  can  find  such  a  place  ten 
miles  square  on  this  globe  where  the  Word  of  God  has  not  gone 
and  cleared  the  way  and  laid  the  foundation  and  made  decency 
and  security  pjssible,  it  will  then  be  in  order  for  the  skeptics  to 
move  there  and  ventilate  their  views."  (Hear,  hear.)  I  am  sure 
these  sentiments  will  find  a  very  ready  response  in  the  hearts  of  all 
of  you  who  are  so  specially  the  friends  of  this  great  work.  And 
the  words  of  I^owell  seem  to  me  all  the  more  appropriate  when  we 
ret  wiiber  that  they  uncover  to  us  the  two  great  principles,  cardinal 
and  fundamental  that  have  underpinned  and  undergirded  all  the 
activities  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  Irom  the  very 
beginning  and  likewise  of  all  its  auxiliaries  throughout  the  world. 

The  first  assumption  is  this,  that  wherever  the  Word  of  God 
goes  it  changes  the  moral  atmosphere  in  which  men  must  live ;  it 
guards  the  most  sacred  interests  of  the  human  race  and  it  conveys 
to  men  x  spiritual  dynamic  that  can  never  come  in  any  other  way. 
Ine  men  who  founded  this  Society  were,  and  the  men  who  lead  it 
gnto  this  day  are,  men  who  believe  that  the  Word  of  God  is  pre- 
eminently the  one  great  agency  that  can  turn  spiritual  darkness 
into  light,  that  can  transform  the  moral  wilderness  into  a  garden, 
that  can  make  society  a  fit  place  to  dwell  in,  that  can  secure  the 
true  enfranchisement  of  the  mind,  and  can  inspire  and  awaken  and 
realiie  and  justify  all  the  highest  hopes  that  gather  around  the 
spiritual  experience  of  man.  And  the  other  great  principle  is  this, — 
ami  \  thiqif  yoM  will  {\nd  it  lying  down  at  the  very  basis  of  all  yoD( 


•ellvif'ei,  and  It  it  iuignted  ««iln  by  Lowell'i  wordi,— that  the 
Word  of  God  it  alwayi  iti  o-"n  belt  wltneu.  There  ii  a  lelf- 
evidencing  power  about  the  divi  .e  revelation.  It  ii  able  to  go  out, 
•o  to  speak,  at  bare  leed,  unaccompanied,  and  without  note  and 
without  comment,  without  defence  and  without  champion,  without 
even  the  poor  lupport  of  a  human  commentator,  by  iti  very  char- 
acter and  by  iti  undeniable  reiulti  in  the  livei  of  men,  to  ihut  the 
mouthaof  iti  critici,  and  to  plead  iti  own  cauie  before  the  world. 

Now,  holding  in  mind  thoie  twc  great  fundamentu:  poiitloni 
which  I  think  your  Society  hai  recognized  from  the  very  beginning, 
I  want  to  review  to  night  lome  of  the  high  valuci  that  attach 
then.jclvei  to  the  world  wide  work  of  the  Bible  Society.  And  I 
confesa,  Mr.  Chairman,  11  I  may  make  a  confemion,  that  I  would 
have  found  it  perhaps  more  tc  my  taste  to  have  spoken  to  night 
upon  lome  phase  of  the  Bible  itself ;  but  I  have  been  specially 
requeited  by  your  officer!  to  speak  upon  lome  phaie  of  the  So- 
ciety i  work  dealing  perhaps  with  the  Society  itaelf  more  than 
with  the  Bible.  And  since  I  am  a  man  in  authority  myieif,  ana  I 
always  do  what  1  am  told,  and  I  expect  other  people  to  do  the 
same,  I  shall  try  to  do  my  beit  with  the  ^jractical  side  of  it,  and  1 
do  It  with  all  the  more  delight  ujcause  I  know  that  the  congenial 
themes  which  I  would  like  to  discuss  will  receive  far  abler  treat 
ment  at  the  hands  of  my  (riend,  Dr.  Hanson,  with  whom  I  am 
delighted  to  be  associated  to- night. 

Here,  then,  we  have  a  great  organization  prosecuting  lis  work 
throughout  the  whole  wide  world.  And  when  you  attempt  to  sum 
up  Its  value  and  the  debt  we  owe  to  it,  there  are  at  least  these 
three  distinct  lineo  along  which  its  service  is  very  clearly  marked. 

A  Denominational  Allv. 
First  of  all  let  me  say,  that  in  the  wide  field  of  denomina. 
D°M*  *''P""'°°  '^"y  Protestant  denomination  has  found  in  the 
Bible  Society  everywhere  one  ol  its  strongest  allies  and  in  that 
respect  alone  we  are  under  a  debt  we  can  never  fully  repay  I 
am  not  discussing  to-night,  nor  do  I  intend  to  discuss  in  any  way 
the  value  of  denominalionaliim  as  such.  It  has  come  into  the  life 
of  the  Church  for  better  or  for  worse.  In  the  Pic  'dence  o(  God 
formany  centuries  now,  neai'y  all  the  tremendous  flood  tides  of 
Lhristian  activity  have  poured  'hemselves  along  the  channels  of 
denominational  life.  We  may  think  at  times  that  there  are  other 
channels  that  would  serve  us  better,  but  like  the  party  system  in 
our  government,  our  denominational  unit  seems  to  be  the  best 
expedient  for  the  articulation  of  all  the  varied  views  and  varied 
temperaments  of  the  people  of  God. 

We  are  here  to-night,    I  suppase,  representing  nearly  every 
I'rotestant  denomination,  and  we  cannot  blind  our  eyes  to  this  fact 
that  we  are  hopelessly  in  debt  to  this  splendid  Society,  which  is  tg 
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lupteiiialy  th«  icrvtnt  of  u«  all.  ( Hear,  hear),  r  o(  eo  think,  Mr. 
(.hairman,  it  would  be  a  very  valuable  thing— and  we  had  a  lug- 
gettioD  of  it  lait  week  at  the  banquet  of  the  Bible  Society— if,  in  a 
meeting  like  thii,  we  might  call  the  roll  of  all  the  Proteilanl  de- 
nominations, and  let  them  acknowledge,  as  they  would  gladiv  do,  the 
•ervice  you  have  rendered,  let  our  Baptist  fri;rd«,  for  instance,  re- 
member that  their  misaionariea  throughout  the  whole  world  are 
drawing  their  supplies  of  the  S'.  ifures  from  this  Society  in  no  less 
thar  \  dlfrerent  tonguea.  '.nd  .  ;t  t.e  baptist  Churches  o(  Canada 
reineu.Mr  that  all  their  miasionarie'i,  sent  forth  and  supported  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  whethei  they  be  in  Bolivia  or  I  ndia,  among  the 
Kreoch  Canadians  in  Quebec,  or  the  Scandinavians,  the  Slavs, 
the  Russians,  the  Bulgarians,  the  Ruthenians,  tl  j  Germans,  the 
Hungarians,  or  the  Macedonians  elsewhere  in  out  Dominion,  are 
dependent  upon  this  Society  for  the  very  weapons  with  which 
they  do  their  work.     (Hear,  hear). 

Let  the  Methodiat  people  who  are  here  tonight  remember 
that  their  missionaries  throughout  the  world  are  receiving  from  the 
Society  their  supp'-es  of  the  Scriptures  in  91  different  tongues. 
And  let  the  Methodist  Church  of  Canada  remember  that  their 
missionaries,  frtin  the  men  who  are  laboring  abroad  in  the  Orient 
to  the  met'  wh:.  are  working  here  among  the  Italians  in  Torrnto, 
are  dependent  on  the  same  Society  for  the  ve.y  weapons  with  which 
they  fight  the  battles  of  the  Lord.  Let  our  Presbyterian  friends 
remember  that  their  missionaries  throughout  the  world  are  drawing 
i^n  j'»''''""  °'  ""*  Scriptures  from  this  Society  in  no  leas  than 
130  dmerent  tongi,es,  and  the  missionaries  sent  and  supported  by 
you  in  every  ^.ut  of  the  world,  from  those  who  witness  to  the 
Chinese  in  theOrieot  to  those  who  witness  to  the  Chinese  in  Toronto, 
to  thoae  who  r. -v  j  the  Ruthenians .  ad  Macedonians  and  Bulgariana 
and  Finos  within  the  bounds  of  our  own  Dominion,  are  dependent 
upon  this  same  Society  for  all  their  Scriptures  as  they  try  to  break 
down  the  unbelief  of  men.  And  so  you  might  go  through  all  the 
denominttiona  one  by  one.  But  without  prolonging  this  roll  call, 
iet  me  remind  the  Anglican  people  that  their  missionaries  also 
throughout  the  whole  world  are  drawing  the  supplies  of  thoir 
Scriptures  from  this  Society  in  no  less  than— these  are  aplendiJ 
figures— in  no  less  than  180  different  tocf  ues  and  your  mission- 
ariw,  supported  by  the  Anglican  Church  of  Canada,  from  the  men 
and  womrn  who  are  working  in  mid  Japan  and  in  China,  to  the 
men  and  women  who  are  m'listering  to  the  Blackfoot  and  Cree 
Indians,  and  to  the  Eskimo,  within  the  Artie  Circle,  all  or  nearly 
all  are  dependent  upon  this  Society  for  the  very  weapons  with 
which  they  carry  on  ihe  warfare  of  Christ. 

W"  have  not  bisgun  to  appreciate  the  fact,  that  standing  at  our 
backs  L     re  is  this  great  Society  with  splendid  .erources  and  gener- 
ous spirit,  constantly  ministering  to  the   need  of  the  Protestant 
denominations  of  this  land.    You  have  s.wed   us  decades  of  time 
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■o  in  u  prep^rdioD  (or  our  work  h  concerned.  You  hsvt  »*ed 
ui  thouMndi  u(  dolUm  to  far  H  our  equipment  ii  concerned,  and 
lime  ind  tftia  you  have  brought  ui  ■  free  gill  that  it  waa  beyond 
our  power  to  purchaw.  If  I  might  put  it  in  a  very  extreme  and 
extravagant  way  perhapa :  l.tl.  ui  luiipoie  for  a  moment  that  the 
Bible  houKi  of  the  Society  all  over  the  world  were  cloied  againrt 
us ;  that  every  tranilator  was  taken  from  hie  work,  that  the  wheels 
of  every  press  were  stopped,  that  every  requett  for  a  Bible  was 
refused,  there  is  not  one  Missionary  Society  that  would  not  be 
instantly  crippled,  and  almost  hopelessly  incapacitated  for  the 
time  being  in  the  prosecution  of  their  missionary  enterprise, 


A  National  Ambt. 

But  it  is  not  alone  mc'ily  as  an  ally  of  our  denominational 
expansion  that  we  recognize  the  value  of  the  Hible  Society.  We 
come  to  recognize,  too,  that  here  ia  one  of  the  greatest  assets  in  our 
life  as  a  Canadian  people.  It  ia  not  alune,  Mr  Chairman,  that  the 
Bible  Society  has  lifty  colporteurs  and  lifteen  Bible  women  moving 
aa  missionary  forces  in  the  most  needy  and  out  of  the  way  places, 
that  would  be  a  great  contribution  in  itself  to  the  life  ol  a  nation. 
It  ia  not  merely  the  fact  that  it  is  publishing  and  circulating  34 
Diglots  of  the  Scriptures,  where  the  English  and  the  Foreign  lan- 
guage are  in  parallel  columns  for  the  use  of  the  immigranta,  so  that 
they  may  not  only  learn  English,  but  learn  the  Word  oi  God  at  the 
same  time;  it  is  not  merely  because  it  is  meeting  requests  for  the 
Scriptures  in  110  different  languages  for  the  heterogenous  peoplea 
that  are  crowding  through  our  gates  ;  it  is  not  merely  because  the 
Society  is  standing  at  the  back  of  all  the  churchee  and  enabling 
them  to  carry  through  their  great  work,  but  in  the  very  doing  of 
the  things  I  have  meotion:;d  the  Bible  Society  is  helping  to  stem 
two  very  dangerous  tendenciei  that  are  threatening  the  life  'f'-ur 
Canadian  people  at  the  present  time — I  refer  to  the  tender,  /  of 
materialism  on  the  one  hand  and  the  tendency  of  sectionalism 
on  the  other. 

It  should  not  be  a  matter  of  surprise  that  at  the  present  time 
there  is  a  strong  tendency  towards  a  materialistic  spirit  among  our 
people.  I  say  we  are  not  to  be  surprised  at  that,  for  we  have  sud- 
denly come  out  of  great  poverty  into  great  wealth.  The  Canadian 
people  are  like  campers  who  have  pitched  their  tent  on  unknown 
ground,  and  wakened  in  the  morning  to  find  that  their  tent  pegs 
were  driven  into  soil  that  was  literally  loaded  with  silver  and  gold. 
Wuh  all  our  great  resources  in  forest,  in  field  and  in  mine,  with 
the  rapid  expansion  of  values,  with  the  unparalleled  opportunities 
to  make  fortunes,  and  make  them  rapidly  and  easily,  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at  if  men  today  are  l)eginning  to  think  that  life  con- 
sisteth  in  the  abundance  of  those  things  that  a  man  may  possess. 
There  was  a  certain  prosperous  period  in  the  history  of  Israel  that 
reminds  one  of  the  experience  and  attitude  of  our  Canadian  people 
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to  diy,  tulth  found  Ihecn  boaatlng  about  thiit  tilver  aud  gold 
Juit  li  we  bout  about  our  minei ;  boaiting  about  thtirihips  ai  we 
boail  alnut  our  commerce  ;  boaiting  about  their  cedari  and  oaka 
Juil  ■•  ive  boa>t  atiout  our  gr>;at  limber  limiti;  boaiting  about 
their  rich  vineyardn  jusi  aa  we  boast  about  oi"  fertile  and  exieniive 
wheat  field).  Well,  these  hings  are  a  neceiiity,  because  there 
must  be  a  phyaical  b«ls  for  a  nation,  jut  they  are  the  very  leaal 
mark  of  our  greatneai  and  the  very  leait  guarantee  of  our  per- 
manency and  tuccesf. 

We  need  to  learn  thia  lesion  ai  never  before  that  men  are  more 
than  things,  the  producer  it  more  than  a  product,  life  ii  more  than 
wheat,  and  character  is  more  th*n  lumber  and  land  and  real  estate, 
for  it  is  righteousness  that  exalteth  a  nation  And  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying  that  if  th.it  materialiatic  ni  nt  is  ever  going  *-  be 
checked,  this  can  only  be  done  ai  the  breath  ol  the  aupernatural 
ateali  into  all  thin  fabric  of  our  Canadian  life.  And  when  you  in- 
quire where  that  supernatural  spirit  is  to  come  from,  and  the  agency 
through  which  it  is  to  come,  yiv  mind  instinctively  and  instantly 
turns  to  the  Word  of  God.  'i  .•  -re  is  a  supernaturil  fact  in  the 
midst  of  our  life.  It  ia  a  supernatural  revelation  ;  it  brings  a  auper- 
natural message,  it  speaks  of  a  supernatural  person,  it  points  to  a 
aupernatural  life,  and  it  secures  supernatural  resulla  in  the  hearts  ol 
men.  We  have  many  a  great  project  before  us  aaa  CanaJian 
people,  but  we  have  no  greater  project  than  th'  ,  to  thrust  through 
this  Book  with  its  supernatural  breath  into  ;  midat  of  all  this 
babble  ol  worldly  things.  Men  and  women,  j  .  may  depend  upon 
this,  wherever  there  are  great  natural  resources  in  any  country 
there  is  always  a  possibility  of  gain  ;  and  wherever  there  is  a  pos- 
r'bility  of  gain  the  riaterialistic  spirit  will  rest  upon  men,  ind 
wherever  that  danger  threatens,  the  Bible  ought  to  go,  and  ■  •  r- 
ever  the  Bible  ought  to  go  you  and  I  ought  to  send  it.  (Applau 

The  second  danger  that  threatens  our  Canadian  life  is  the 
danger  of  sectionalism.  The  very  Report  you  bring  us  to  night 
presses  that  all  the  more  strongly  upon  our  minds  when  we  remem- 
ber that  the  Bible  Society  furnishes  the  Scriptures  in  no  less  than 
110  different  tongues  within  the  bounds  of  our  Dominion.  What 
does  that  mean?  It  means  that  we  have  here  within  our  own 
borders  a  great  heterogeneous  mass  of  people.  Our  Canadian  type 
has  not  yet  been  finally  formed.  He  ia  to  be  created  out  of  all  the 
types  of  life  that  are  coming  to  us.  Our  task  is  to  '.use  and  unify 
these  divergent  elements.  When  you  contemplate  that  task  you 
come  face  to  face  with  one  of  the  most  serious  problems  in  the 
whole  life  of  our  Canadian  people.  I  am  not  saying  anything  that 
i»  not  pressing  itsell  as  a  serious  problem  upon  the  minds  of  all  our 
clear  thinking  and  earnest  men  when  I  say  that  unless  we  shall 
take  some  means  to  effectively  unify  these  forces  that  are  gathering 
upon  the  plains  of  our  country,  we  shall  be  confronted  in  the  future 
with  great  and  grave  difficulties  in  connection  with  our  national 
life.  (Hear,  hear.)  We  must  find  some  means  of  taking  all  that 
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Is  bad  10  them  and  eliminating  it  from  our  life  as  a  nation '  and  *« 
mu.t6nd  some  mean,  of  laying  liold  upon  all  tliat  i,  g^d  in  them 
and  building  it  into  the  superstructure  of  our  Canadian  dtizenahip 
Every  nation  ha,  its  strong  qualities,  and  we  must  find  some  me.« 
ZnT"'  °y'y'"?  t'"''.''P°°  'he  determination  of  the  eS 
Wshm^n  TT^-'^'  Scotchman,  the  resourcefulneas   of  th. 
Irishman,  the  steadiness  of  the  German,  the  vivacity  of  the  French- 
man  the  sanity  of  the  Scandinavian,  the  frugality  of  the  Swede 
the  doggednes,  of  the  Russian,  the  aggressiveness  of  the  Amen'an 
and,  fusing  them  altogether,  charge  the  whole  thing  through  and 
through    with  the  power  of  the    spirit    of   Christ    ( Applause  1 
These  people  must  be  fused  or  we  shall  set  race  against  r«e  and 
creed  against  creed  and  clasa  ag,inst  clasa  and  Eaft  against  West 
I  do  not  for  on.  moment  think  that  our  people  will  ever  be  fused 
by  a  great  national  cry.     I  do  not  believe  they  ever  can  be  fused 
on  the  nation,  anthem,  although  we  teach  them    to  sing  "gS 
Save  the  King"  and   "The   Maple  Leaf  Forever."    They  cannot 
even     be  fused   upon  the  basis  of  culture,   although  The    Mtt?e 
red     school    house,    as  we  speak    of   it,     and    the    Un',e  iitv 
will  count  for  a  great  deal  in  nourishing  common  ideal,  and  moral 
T.tt"jH°-^  these  people.     No !  they  must  be  fus.djf  "t  a™ 
on  a  moral  basis,  and  there  is  no  moral   basis  broad  enough  with 
foundations  deep  enough,  with  cement  strong  enough  rbind    he 
whole  superstructure  together  except  the  basis  that  is  furnished  in 
the  spirit  and  the  message  of  this  Book.     Oh,  it  is  there  hat  we 
begin  to  see  how  great  is   the  power  of  that  t^th  that  lays  hoTd 
upon  men,  diversified  and  divergent  as  they  are.  and   makes  them 
one  in  the  presence  of  Christ.     And  here  stands  this  ereat  Socief^ 
to-day  r  ght  at  the  gatesway  of  the  nation's  life,   «dy  to  gfve  th^ 
Word  of  God  with  all  its  moral  and  spiritual  up  ift   to  every  man 
who  comes,  whether  he   be  Scandinavian,  Saxon  or  Slav  whether 
he  be  Ruthenian  or  Macedonian,  or  Bulgarian   or  Bukoiinian  or 
Roumanian  or  Polish  or  Persian  or  Hindoo  or  Chinese  orTap  We 

rurn:t?o;:nr'"''^'""""""'"''"  -<=  f«' »» "'-''" 

We  hear  the  tramp  of  pioneers, 

A  nation  yet  to  be  ; 
The  first  low  wash  of  waves. 
Where  soon  shall  roll  a  human  sea. 
And  whethei  sea  is  to  be  a  stormy  and   tempestuous  ocean 

that  will  engulf  every  craft  launched  upon  it,  or  whetheHt  s  to  SS 

A  Missionary  Factor. 

Not  only  as  an  ally  of  our  denominational  work,  and  notonlv 
as  a  great  asset  in  our  national  life,  but  I  think  if  we  sion  »  ™„™-^ 
to  reflect,  we  will  see  that  this  Soaety  i,  one  oltT.  m?stTen«al 
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factors  in  what  you  might  call  the  present  world  situation  in  the 
miMionary  enterprises  of  the  Kingdoni  of  God.  Within  the  last 
few  days  I  was  interested  in  reviewing  in  my  own  mind  some  of 
those  great  crises  in  the  life  of  man,  when  the  spiritual  impulses  of 
the  race  were  lifted  from  one  level  to  another,  and  in  tryine  to 
trace,  if  1  could,  the  place  of  the  Word  of  God  in  everyone  of  those 
all  embracing  movements.  If  you  read  the  Book  itself  you  will  find 
how  again  and  again  in  the  life  of  the  people  of  Israel  the  revealed 
Word  of  God  came  with  all  its  vitalizing  power,  lifting  them  from 
one  stage  of  their  nationhood  to  another.  But  let  me  pass  that  by  la 
order  to  bring  you  for  a  moment  to  the  experience,  for  instance  at 
the  time  of  the  Protestant  Reformation.  From  whence  do  you  sup. 
pose  came  all  those  wonderful  energies  that  seemed  to  honeycomb 
the  very  foundations  of  the  false  and ,  superficial  life  of  Europe  ? 
Where  were  to  be  found  those  fountains  out  of  which  the  streams 
were  flowing  that  were  destined  to  bless  the  life  of  the  European 
peoples  for  centuries  to  come  ?  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
to  a  very  large  degree  it  was  due  to  this-the  Scriptures  for  the 
first  time  in  centuries  were  put  into  the  hands  of  the  common 
people  in  their  own  native  tongue. 

Erasmus,  who  was  by  far  the  finest  and  wisest  scholar  of  the 
Kelormation-although  by  no  means  its  greatest  leader- trasmus 
very  quickly  recognized  the  power  that  was  at  work,  and  from  the 
beginning  pled  for  a  place  for  the   Bible  in  the  hearts  and  homes 

worH,t'hr?r"?f°''^-     "^"LrB^^"   "'    his   own   conviction  in 

words  that  have  been  memorable  through  all  the  centuries.    Listen  I 

I  could  wish     he  says,  "  that  the  weakest  woman  might  read  the 

mX  h/l"^  '^'  .^P  •  "''  *?[  ,^'-  ''''"'■  ^"''  '  ""'d  "'^h  'hot  they 
might  be  translated  into  all  languages  so  that   they  might  be  read 

ana  understood  not  only  by  Scots  and  Irishmen,  but  by  Turks  and 
Saricens  as  well.  To  make  them  understood,  is  surely  the  first 
step.  And  then  he  continues  in  those  words  which  are  iust  like 
TZV  K-  "u^"!"/!",^  husbandman  should  sing  portions  of 
them  to  himself  as  he  follows  his  plough  in  the  furrow  ;  that  the 
weaver  might  hum  them  to  the  tune  of  the  shuttle;  and  that  the 
traveller  might  beguile  with  their  stories  the  tedium  of  his  journey  " 
The  soundness  ol  that  judgment  has  never  been  questioned  in  all 

ltateI!,';';7lf°l'K"'''=f '■  '  Pu '  »'°°fi"de  °f  that,  for  instance,  the 
statement  of  Bishop  Steere,  who  stands  out  so  prominently  in  the 
missionary  world,  in  which  he  says:  "  Apart  from  the  Scriptures 
III  the  vernacular,  the  work  of  the  missionary  is  unsound.'  And  I 
think  It  may  be  said,  without  any  fear  of  contradiction,  that   there 

^^rr«.?.?i^".?'*°'''''*'''/  ™j',»'°°"y  propaganda  that  shall  be 
successful  and  come  to  a  fruitful  issue  apart  from  the  vernacular 
equipment  of  the  Word  of  God. 

.♦-„  ^S"^*r*'"  ".1'°'*  "°''''  'S  a'hrob  with  interest.  Japan  has 
stepped  out  into  the  touch  of  western  civilization  for  better  or  for 
worse.     You  may  remember  what   Napoleon  said  in  his  laconic 

7 


kTJ^  »bout  China :  Yonder  is  a  sleeping  giai.t ;  let  him  ritep.' 
But  that  giant  IS  now  awaliening,  to  see  what  there  is  to  see.  and 
to  hear  what  there  is  to  hear.  India  is  beginning  to  feel  the  stir- 
ring  of  great  impulses  within  her  life  that  look  towards  self, 
government  lo  the  years  that  are  to  come.  France,  recoiling  from 
her  Koman.sm  lapsed  into  atheism,  but  now  there  are  signs  that 
the  evangelical  tide  is  again  on  the  move  in  France.  Germany 
groaning  under  the  burden  of  militarism  has  been  driven  back  to- 
whfeh  TJt  .• ''!"  "  '"  '"Vf'"'  ">»«  calls  for  a  spiritual  note  in 
which  the  hearts  of  men  will  find  some  hope  and  guidance.  Russia 
IS  a  blind  giant  that  is  staggering  up  from  the  dark,  but  his  very 
fft°er"lfh't'  *°   '"'^'"''°"  'hat   the  heart   of    Russia    is    feeling 

.1,  .  ^''?j  ^°^  ^°°^  "'""""^  '°'  """^  '"c'ors  that  will  enter  into 
tnat  world  wide  situation  in  missionary  enterprise  and  ask  what 
they  are  to  be,  I  believe,  sir,  it  is  not  enough  to  know  that  there 
will  be  volunteers  by  the  hundred  who  will  take  the  field,  nor  that 
there  will  be  money  to  fill  the  treasuries,  nor  that  the  missionary 
societies  will  organize  their  forces  to  the  very  last  degree  of 
efficiency-beyond  all  that  there  must  be  someone  who  will  stand 
ready  to  put  into  the  hands  of  the  army  that  goes  the  Word  of 
tod  in  the  vernacular  of  every  people  to  whom  they  are  sent. 
It  is  at  that  point  we  begin  to  realize  how  dependent  we  are 
upon  this  Society,  and  what  great  value  its  work  must  be  in  the 
Lhurch  of  Christ  throughout  the  world. 

Let  me  say  this  as  a  closing  sentence  :  To  withhold  our 
sympathy  and  our  prayers  and  our  support  from  this  Society's 
work  in  any  field  means  that  we  are  striking  a  death  blow  at  one 
01  the  most  essential  factors  in  the  advancement  of  the  Kingdom 
of  God  at  the  present  time.  (Hear,  hear)  Here  is  a  Society  that 
IS  going  out  to  speak  to  day  in  450  different  tongues  to  men  •  that 
during  the  last  year  issued  about  eight  millions  of  copies  of 
the  Word  o(  God;  that  throughout  its  whole  history  has  issued 
2*5  millions  and  more  copies  of  the  Word  of  God  or  portions  to  go 
out  among  men  Who  can  ever  calculate  the  power  or  the  value  of 
such  an  organization  in  the  presence  of  the  great  demands  that  are 
made  upon  the  Church  of  Christ  at  the  present  time.  And  so  from 
the  standpoint  of  our  denominational  expansion,  from  the  stand- 
point of  our  national  assets,  from  the  standpoint  of  the  great  world 
d'u!"' c"  '•"  ""'*'°"'.  '  say,  let  us  strengthen  the  hands  of  the 
Bible  Society  and  in  so  doing  we  shall  strengthen  the  cause  of 
Christ,  and  so  far  as  lies  within  our  power  let  us  see  that  this 
Society  shall  never  be  compelled  to  retrench  or  deny  anyone  who 
shall  come  to  its  doors  calling  for  the  Word  of  God  in  any  tongue 
(Applause.)  '        «     ■> 
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